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PERTH CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL — AISHWARYA ASWATH — 
INDEPENDENT INQUIRY REPORT 

Statement by Minister for Health 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Health) [2.08 pm]: I rise to inform members of the house about the 
completion of the report from the independent inquiry into Perth Children’s Hospital and I wish to table the report 
and the letter from the director general that accompanied it to the house. 

The inquiry was initiated by the director general of Health in accordance with the Health Services Act 2016, following 
the unexpected and tragic death of seven-year-old Aishwarya Aswath in April 2021. The inquiry was led by 
Emeritus Professor Les White, the former inaugural New South Wales Chief Paediatrician and former president of 
Children’s Hospitals Australasia. The inquiry team collectively had a wealth of knowledge and significant experience 
in the paediatric emergency setting in Australia, clinical governance, medical administration and safety investigations. 

The report outlines the care that was provided to Aishwarya on the night of 3 April and the experiences of her family 
when they attended the emergency department and in the ensuing days following this tragedy. The report also 
highlights some of the key challenges faced by Perth Children’s Hospital staff in the lead-up to and during this event, 
while also highlighting the severity and unpredictable nature of sepsis. Importantly, the report strongly identifies 
the commitment and dedication of PCH staff and confirms that Perth Children’s Hospital is an exemplary hospital 
compared with paediatric hospitals nationally. Both the director general of Health and the Child and Adolescent 
Health Service board chair have advised me that all 30 recommendations will be accepted in their entirety, and 
work has already begun on their implementation.  

Our first duty is to our patients. But to care for our patients, we also must care for our staff. The director general 
and the lead inquirer briefed the Child and Adolescent Health Service executive and emergency department staff 
earlier this morning, and a broader staff briefing is occurring as I speak. The healing process will continue and, 
together, we will learn the lessons of this tragic event and move forward with renewed purpose. 

Perth Children’s Hospital is an excellent hospital. This report shows that against its peers, its performance is 
exemplary. As Western Australians, we should count ourselves lucky that our children have access to this service. 
We should also be proud of the PCH staff, who dedicate their lives to providing the best possible care to children 
and their families. Above all, we should never forget that Aishwarya’s family has suffered a tragic loss and we can 
only imagine their pain. Many staff and community members have been deeply moved by Aishwarya’s story and 
her family’s experience. The Department of Health is deeply honoured by the privilege of working with Aishwarya’s 
parents, Aswath and Prasitha, to develop Aishwarya’s CARE Call, which is now in place across all metropolitan 
hospitals. Although this will not bring back Aishwarya, it is hoped that this initiative will go some way towards 
preventing similar tragic outcomes from happening again. We must continue to work together to heal and to 
implement the inquiry’s recommendations because, in doing so, we honour Aishwarya’s legacy. 

Finally, I extend my gratitude to the inquiry panel and Professor White for their wisdom, sensitivity and professionalism 
during the inquiry. I now table the letter and report. 

[See papers 778 and 779.] 
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